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Paper 2 Reading and Writing (Extended) October/November 2019

 2 hours

Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

No Additional Materials are required.

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your centre number, candidate number and name on all the work you hand in.

Write in dark blue or black pen.

Do not use staples, paper clips, glue or correction fluid.

DO NOT WRITE IN ANY BARCODES.

Answer all questions.

Dictionaries are not allowed.

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.
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Exercise 1

Read the article about birds called peregrines, and then answer the following questions.

Peregrines: finding a home in the city

If people stare upwards at New York’s famous Empire State Building, they can occasionally spot 
a bird that is becoming an icon of New York – the peregrine. Those who are lucky enough to 
recognise this bird, once among the rarest in the USA, can see the Earth’s fastest creature looking 
surprisingly at home on this New York attraction.

These sightings provide evidence of the remarkable recovery of this bird of prey, which had almost 
entirely disappeared from its traditional environment in rural North America. Although there were 
about 2000 pairs of peregrines there at the end of the 19th century, this number was already going 
down. The decline continued throughout the early 20th century, especially during the 1950s. By 
1964, there were no active nesting pairs of peregrines in the whole of the north-eastern USA. 
Some of the decline can be explained by reductions in the numbers of the animals they feed on, 
but scientists are now convinced it was largely due to an agricultural chemical called DDT. This was 
used to destroy harmful insects, but also killed other wildlife such as birds, and was banned in the 
USA in 1972.

In order to increase peregrine numbers, a programme at Cornell University called The Peregrine 
Fund was set up in 1970. The project involved breeding young birds and in 1974, it began to 
reintroduce them into the wild. By the 1980s, peregrine numbers were gradually rising, and this 
has continued to the present day. Since 1983, thousands of young peregrines have successfully 
reached adulthood in New York State alone.

This growth in numbers has meant peregrines have spread from their traditional rural locations 
into some of the USA’s biggest cities. This has introduced new challenges for the birds. Peregrine 
parents are occasionally unable to hear the young birds in the nest calling due to the noise of the 
city. Despite this, peregrines have adapted to urban environments highly successfully.

New York City is now home to the largest population of urban peregrines on the planet. Somehow, 
even though a city is full of hazards, such as young birds in their nests being disturbed by 
maintenance crews, it seems to be an ideal environment for peregrines. While the species of 
smaller birds the peregrines traditionally feed on are harder to find in New York, there is still plenty 
of food for them. And although people might think that the cliffs where rural peregrines usually 
make their homes are safer, tall buildings offer remarkably good nesting sites.

Despite this, peregrines sometimes fly into the modern glass used in eco-friendly architecture 
because it is almost invisible to them. Nevertheless, the birds can still be found on many famous 
skyscrapers and flying around all the major bridges in the city. Other potential dangers for peregrines 
are the electrical power lines that can be seen high up between buildings.

Peregrines are fast becoming a tourist attraction, which is an obvious advantage for the city. And 
although you might think that people wouldn’t be keen on having peregrines nesting so close to 
where they live or work, the birds actually reduce the cost of cleaning the buildings by keeping 
messy city-dwelling birds such as pigeons away.

The Department of Environmental Conservation has avoided estimating how many peregrines 
will call the city home in decades to come. Personally, I’d say that numbers will double, but the 
peregrine’s most optimistic supporters suggest the current figure will increase by 300%. Let’s hope 
they’re right.
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1 Which world record do peregrines hold?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

2 When did peregrine numbers decrease most quickly in the USA?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

3 What was the main cause of the decrease in numbers of peregrines?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

4 When did The Peregrine Fund release its first birds?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

5 Why are cities good places for peregrines to live? Give two details.

 ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [2]

6 How does having peregrines in New York City benefit its residents? Give two details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [2]

7 What prediction does the writer make about peregrines living in New York City?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

8 What are the risks that peregrines face nowadays from living in big cities? Give four details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [4]

[Total: 13]
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Exercise 2

Read the article about four young people (A–D) who have busy lives. Then answer Question 9(a)–(j).

MANAGING BUSY LIVES

Four young people share their thoughts on managing their busy lives

A Azar Hakimi
I think teenagers these days have so many more activities to choose from than previous generations 
did. My parents often had very little to do on their days off school and say that those days seemed to 
pass too slowly, but I never have time to feel like that and prefer it this way. It’s a similar story in the 
evening after school. I want to go to university, so I take my school studies seriously and I do a couple 
of hours of homework every day. I’m really into kickboxing too, so I have training twice a week for that. 
I don’t think anyone my age could survive without planning their time well – I’d certainly be lost without 
my weekly planner. Ideally, I’d like to get a weekend job to help pay for my future college studies. With 
the amount of free time I have, though, there’s more chance of me finding the money in the street than 
that happening!

B Dylan Pope
I think if you have any interests at all other than school, you’re going to be running from one thing to the 
next! I sometimes find it quite hard to believe how busy I am on a typical weekday. My parents reckon 
they had fewer opportunities when they were my age, but it’s different now. I’d much rather have too 
much to do than too little, but the amount of time that school work takes up each evening is getting 
ridiculous. I love football and cricket, and other games too, but I’ve had to limit myself to playing just 
one of them because I haven’t got sufficient time to do more. Some of my classmates keep detailed 
written planners to help them organise their weeks more effectively. I’ve always managed to be in the 
right place at the right time up to now, but I may well need to start writing everything down if I get any 
busier.

C Morio Hamasaki
Most of my free time is taken up by sport. I play baseball for the school team and play for the local 
football and basketball club too. My mum and dad made me cut down on how much sport I was playing 
at one point. They could see how upset this made me, so they soon changed their minds and are very 
supportive now. It’s not that I don’t do the school work I’m given – I spend an hour on it every evening, 
which isn’t a huge amount of time. When I’m working on it in my bedroom every night, though, I lose 
motivation as soon as I start. I want to be a professional baseball player, not a scientist! My parents say 
that it’s much harder to become what you want to be these days and that kids are under much more 
pressure. There’s no use wishing I’d been born thirty years earlier, but I can’t help agreeing with them.

D Rokia Mokama
I tend to divide up my weekly activities into the things I have to do and the things I want to do, and I’m 
often surprised by how short the first of those lists is. The second list, though, is usually quite lengthy, 
so although my friends can’t quite believe it, I’m actually quite relieved to let my mum and dad decide 
whether I have time for hockey practice or chess club. They started doing this when I took on too many 
voluntary work commitments for a few months, which didn’t leave enough time for everything else. 
That’s changed for the better now, though. I’m hoping to be the first person in my family ever to go to 
university so it’s important for me to get my priorities right. It’s great to do things for other people, as I 
was doing with the voluntary work, but it shouldn’t be more important than seeing friends or doing well 
at school. It’s good to have a nice balance between work and play.
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9 For each question, write the correct letter A, B, C or D on the line.

 Which person …

 (a) feels that they get far too much homework? ........... [1]

 (b) allows their parents to organise their free-time activities? ........... [1]

 (c) suggests that they are unlikely to work part-time while still at school? ........... [1]

 (d) would like to have time to play some other sports? ........... [1]

 (e) feels that teenage life was better for previous generations? ........... [1]

 (f) never gets bored at the weekend? ........... [1]

 (g) is surprised that they have so many things to do during the school week? ........... [1]

 (h) is pleased to have time for their social life? ........... [1]

 (i) mentions how they feel when they are doing homework? ........... [1]

 (j) believes that good organisational skills are essential for all teenagers? ........... [1]

[Total: 10]
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Exercise 3

Read the article about nature conservation in the Galapagos Islands, and then complete the notes.

Nature conservation in the Galapagos Islands

The volcanic Galapagos Islands lie far out in the Pacific Ocean, 1000 kilometres off the coast of 

Ecuador, in South America. They consist of fourteen main islands and more than 120 smaller rocky 

ones. They are a truly unique environment and, in 1978, the Galapagos Islands became a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site. Because of this status, they attract many thousands of visitors from all over 

the world, and scientists are now raising awareness of the need to protect this environment.

Although first inhabited by people relatively recently, the Galapagos Islands now have a permanent 

population of around 30 000. In addition to the residents, the islands also welcome at least 

200 000 tourists each year. The balance between preserving the environment and allowing people 

to see its astonishing natural beauty is one which is never easy to achieve, wherever it is in the 

world. For example, the large numbers of visitors to the islands all need to be fed, and the sea 

around the islands is an obvious source of food. This has resulted in the creation of many jobs in 

the fishing industry, but the increase in fishing is harming marine life.

The Galapagos Islands were first made famous when Charles Darwin visited them in 1835, and not 

long afterwards he came up with his famous theory of evolution. The research he carried out there 

has given the islands a special place in the history of biology. Since Darwin’s time, many species 

of animals and plants have been deliberately introduced to the islands from other countries, 

as a source of food or to control pests. However, some of these have done so well in their new 

home that they have increased greatly in number. Therefore, many volunteers now spend their 

time removing the unwanted species. This is crucial, because many of the original species on the 

islands are found nowhere else on Earth. Another problem is that, occasionally, harmful creatures 

such as insects can accidentally be brought in by holidaymakers from outside the islands. If they 

are allowed to spread, these creatures have the potential to damage the local ecosystem on the 

Galapagos Islands. For this reason, every visitor is now checked on arrival to the islands.

Having such a large number of visitors to the islands has led to an increase in the amount of 

rubbish produced. This can have a highly destructive effect on the native wildlife of the Galapagos 

Islands – for example, when rubbish is mistaken for food by creatures. Residents are attempting to 

recycle as much waste as possible. To prevent any more increase in the islands’ resident population, 

the authorities have limited development over the past few years on all five inhabited islands.

The Galapagos Islands are recognised as one of the most perfect island ecosystems on Earth and so 

remain the focus of much interest to science. Biologists are completing research into new ways to 

protect the islands. It’s up to all of us, scientists and tourists alike, to preserve this precious place.
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You are going to give a talk about the Galapagos Islands to your class. Prepare some notes to use as 
the basis for your talk.

Make short notes under each heading.

10 How tourism is negatively affecting the Galapagos Islands:

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  [4]

11 What people are doing to preserve the Galapagos Islands:

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 •  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  [5]

[Total: 9]
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Exercise 4

12 Read the article about becoming an astronaut.

 Write a summary about the requirements for becoming an astronaut.

 Your summary should be about 100 words long (and no more than 120 words long). You 
should use your own words as far as possible.

 You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your summary, and up to 8 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.

How to become an astronaut

Becoming an astronaut is a dream that many people have had since childhood. It can be very difficult 

to meet even the basic requirements, which makes it a hard job to get, but it’s also one of the most 

exciting and rewarding things that anyone can do.

If you decide to apply and happen to be rejected the first time, all is not lost. One astronaut applied 

fourteen times to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) before he was accepted. 

The high level of motivation he showed by applying a fifteenth time was one of the key qualities NASA 

wanted, making him just the kind of person they were looking for!

Many people think that astronaut applicants must come from a military background, for example 

from the army or the air force. However, many successful applications now come from those with a 

non‑military career. No matter what background applicants may have, they need at least a first degree 

in a relevant subject, like engineering. Many astronauts have a higher degree in their field of study, 

such as a master’s or a doctorate, but this is not vital. However, space agencies will always look for 

someone who can demonstrate they have a love of learning.

It takes more than education to be selected as an astronaut, however. NASA, for example, wants at 

least three years of professional experience in a related field.

Candidates must also pass a series of demanding physical tests. Regular checks will be made on every 

potential astronaut’s blood pressure, so this cannot be too high. Perfect eyesight, either naturally or 

with corrective lenses such as glasses, is hugely important – your own life, and the lives of other crew 

members will rely on your vision. Also, given that a lot of the tasks astronauts have to carry out when 

in space are manual in nature, anyone hoping to become one of the few people who make it into space 

will need to be very good with their hands.

There are no specific age restrictions and astronauts selected in the past have ranged between the ages 

of 25 and 46, with the average being in the mid‑thirties. What is specified though is that you must be 

within the minimum and maximum heights, and these differ according to the space agency you wish to 

apply to.

A typical space mission on the International Space Station these days lasts for around six months. Some 

astronauts even stay for as long as a year. The ability to work as a team member is therefore of high 

importance as, during this time, astronauts live in close contact with a crew of up to five other people.

So if you still think you have everything you need to become an astronaut, what are you waiting for? 

After all, for an astronaut, the sky’s the limit!
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Exercise 5

13 When you were on your way home from school recently, you saw someone who needed some 
help. You decided to help.

 Write an email to a friend about what happened.

 In your email, you should:

 • explain why the person needed some help

 • describe how you helped them

 • say what the person did later to thank you.

 The pictures above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.

 Your email should be between 150 and 200 words long.

 You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your email, and up to 8 marks for the language 
used.
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Exercise 6

14 Your class has been discussing whether receiving prizes for doing well at school is a good idea.

 Here are two comments from your classmates:

Prizes are fair because everyone has the same chance of winning.

There are better ways of getting students to work hard.

 Write an article for your teacher, giving your views.

 The comments above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.

 Your article should be between 150 and 200 words long.

 You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your article, and up to 8 marks for the language 
used.
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